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The only cost in Kyoto is inaction – the response builds a sustainable economy.

The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) congratulates Prime Minister Kevin Rudd on signing the instrument of ratification of the Kyoto Protocol and so committing Australia to real targets on climate change.

“The Prime Minister should not be concerned about meeting targets as long as he is decisive, taking immediate action in Australia to ensure we start building all new electricity generation from renewable sources today, and ramps up the work to take Australia to improved energy efficiency and lower greenhouse gas emissions across all sectors of industry,” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA.

“The Federal and State Governments should act to ensure any growth in generation capacity comes only from renewable sources, while simultaneously insisting on the retirement of the most inefficient, highest emissions power stations in the nation within two years, with these to be replaced with lower emissions plant with much higher thermal-efficiency.”

Similarly, WA SEA calls on the State Government to commit to powering all new State Government initiatives by renewable energy, including community service provision. For example, this should include all water supplies - not just desalination plants, but groundwater extraction, and water and wastewater treatment as well.

In Western Australia, the State Government should commit to power the new Perth Mandurah railway with renewable energy as soon as possible. Ultimately all public transport should be on renewable energy – either in the form of electricity from renewable sources for rail, or biofuels from sustainable sources for the road fleet.

And both State and Federal Government should move to quickly ramp up standards on energy efficient buildings and vehicles, and to immediately announce upgraded their own procurement programs that put government operations in the most efficient buildings, either through upgrading existing accommodation or moving to new buildings. Governments should also announce immediate improvements to fleet procurement standards to ensure governments are buying and using only the most efficient vehicles.

 “A vision for the future for Australia should change the way we use energy and reduce the risk of inflation in our economy by developing an array of sustainable energy solutions for Australia that are less exposed to the increasing cost of fossil fuels,” says Dr Wills.
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Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au
2. Dr Ray Wills has more than 25 years experience in working for government, Parliament, industry, industry bodies, NGOs and academia. Dr Wills is recognised by business, government and community leaders in WA as an authoritative commentator on policy and functional responses to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to global warming. In addition to being CEO of WA SEA, Dr Wills is an Adjunct Senior Research Fellow with the School of Earth and Geographical Sciences at the University of Western Australia.

