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Auditor General renews energy – report provides confidence in green market place.

The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) welcomes the tabling of the report “Renewable Energy: Knowing What We Are Getting” by Auditor General Colin Murphy. 

“The report means Western Australians can be confident that we can buy real green power from genuine renewable energy sources,” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA.

“The report spells out that those buying green energy are helping reduce the State’s greenhouse gas emissions. But the report also shows that is only a small number of Western Australians that are volunteering. While the efforts of those volunteers is to be applauded, we cannot hope to tackle the enourmous problem of global warming by the actions of a few.”

“We have to do better than this if we are to actually going to prevent dangerous climate change.  Much stronger measures must be put in place to ensure that that will allow business to respond and build the required generation facilities to meet the new Federal Labor Government target of generating at least 20 per cent of Australia's electricity supply generated from renewable sources within 13 years.”

“We can’t just rely on volunteers to fight the battle against global warming – we need conscription, and we need everyone to contribute to the fight.”

And the State Government needs to take on a more significant leadership role.

WA SEA calls on the State Government to commit to ensuring all water supplies are powered through renewable energy – not just the desalination plants, but groundwater extraction and water treatment as well.

Similarly, WA SEA calls on the State Government to commit to powering all new Government initiatives by renewable energy – including the new Perth Mandurah railway.
“It's not enough that we do that which is convenient - sometimes we have to do what's required.”
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Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au
2. Information on the the report “Renewable Energy: Knowing What We Are Getting” by Auditor General Colin Murphy at http://www.audit.wa.gov.au/ 

3. Dr Ray Wills has more than 25 years experience in working for government, Parliament, industry, industry bodies, NGOs and academia. Dr Wills is recognised by business, government and community leaders in WA as an authoritative commentator on policy and functional responses to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to global warming. In addition to being CEO of WA SEA, Dr Wills is an Adjunct Senior Research Fellow with the School of Earth and Geographical Sciences at the University of Western Australia.

