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A Green House – Australian response to climate change a crucial key to Labor’s win.

“Australians want to see a serious commitment to action on global warming, and the new Prime Minister has been given a mandate through the strength of the vote for Labor, as well as that of the Greens, to act on Labor election promises,” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of the WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc (WASEA) today.

“Australia has voted and by electing a Parliament with green credentials, Australians have sent a clear message it is time to act on climate change.”

“Prime Minister Kevin Rudd has a unique opportunity with the upcoming United Nations Climate Change Conference in Bali to take the world stage and return Australia to its previously held position as a strong leader on action on climate change.”

“The UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change will have been in operation for twenty years next year. The world should have acted on global warming in the last century when science delivered the first strong warnings on global warming. Not enough action has been taken, and we are now out of time to avoid significant climate change. But, we must act decisively now if we want to avoid even more dangerous change in our climate.”

“Furthermore, Kevin Rudd has an opportunity to create unified action across Australia under the leadership of the Federal Government.”

“By signing Kyoto, the Federal Government will have the legal basis to ensure that all Australian States take action to respond to climate change. Federal action will ensure a consistent set of rules across Australia, and provide businesses access to international markets which are currently denied to them.”

“The new Labor Government committed in the election to a target of generating at least 20 per cent of Australia's electricity supply generated from renewable sources within 13 years will require immediate action to put in place the market structures that will allow business to respond and build the required generation facilities to meet the target.”

“Responding to climate change will create new business, new employment opportunities, and a more sustainable economy in Australia.”
 “Renewable energy generation, combined with measures for better energy efficiency, means future proofing our economy and will produce a sustainable economy with fewer inflationary pressures for Australians.”

“We do not have decades to respond to climate change – we have already had decades. It is time to take the heat out of this problem, and how we produce and use energy is the key to solving it.”
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Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au
2. Details of upcoming Bali conference at
http://unfccc.int/2860.php 
3. Dr Ray Wills has more than 25 years experience in working for government, Parliament, industry, industry bodies, NGOs and academia. Dr Wills is recognised by business, government and community leaders in WA as an authoritative commentator on policy and functional responses to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to global warming. In addition to being CEO of WA SEA, Dr Wills is an Adjunct Senior Research Fellow with the School of Earth and Geographical Sciences at the University of Western Australia.

