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Rudd Cabinet – much to do with so little time.

The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) welcomes the announcement by Prime Minister Kevin Rudd of the new Federal Cabinet and particularly the appointment of Senator Penny Wong.

The Prime Minister has indicated Senator Wong will have responsibility for international negotiations on Kyoto and Kyoto as well as for the negotiations of Australia’s domestic emissions-trading regime.

The new Minister will also have responsibility for the harmonisation of the existing state-based mandatory renewable-energy targets and regimes with an integrated national mandatory target regime.

“A response to climate change has been flagged as a priority by the Prime Minister. The appointment of Senator Wong in a specialist portfolio dealing with this enormous task is an important step forward,” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA.

“The new Labor Government committed in the election to a target of generating at least 20 per cent of Australia's electricity supply generated from renewable sources within 13 years will require immediate action to put in place the market structures that will allow business to respond and build the required generation facilities to meet the target.”

“Responding to climate change will create new business, new employment opportunities, and a more sustainable economy in Australia.”

“We do not have decades to respond to climate change – we have already had decades. It is time to take the heat out of this problem, and how we produce and use energy is the key to solving it.”
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