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Commit to war on global warming - abrupt climate change the greatest threat.

“How many reports do we have to see before we actually seriously commit to responding to the threat of global warming?” asks Dr Ray Wills, CEO of the WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc (WASEA) today.

The report form the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) overnight should be the last one we need.

“The IPCC will have been in operation for twenty years next year. The warnings from the IPCC and the science community get more urgent each year not because of hysteria or conspiracy, but because every year for the last two decades we have failed to act on the warnings and the problem only continues to get worse.”

After the 9/11 terrorist attacks in the US in 2001, a massive campaign started leading to wars in Afghanistan and Iraq that have cost the US about $US1.5 trillion ($A1.69 trillion), according to a study by congressional Democrats. Australia’s spend on the war on terror has been estimated by the Australian Strategic Policy Institute to have cost Australian taxpayers more than $20 billion since September 2001.

“In the long term, global warming is by far a greater threat to the globe than terrorism. Imagine if we had invested the same amount in the same period of time to immediately fight global warming. Mostly all we have at the moment are promises to talk, promises to act, promises to fund action, with only token responses actually on the ground.”

“We need more – we need to declare a world war on global warming, and actually then attempt to win the battle,” says Dr Wills.

“We need governments all around the world to commit to a cabinet of war, not to another talkfest. We need to show leadership, and rally resources as if we are fighting a real war, as if our children’s futures depended on it – because they do.”

“When we have fought world wars last century, we acted at every level of government, in all industrial sectors, in every part of the community. We need to do that against global warming - with ‘joined-up thinking’ that delivers real action in every thing we do – in our research and development, the things we build, the things we buy, how we live.”

“The biggest danger from the latest outcomes of the IPCC is not claimed ‘pessimism’ but the reverse - science is inherently conservative. Another reason (apart from inaction) successive forecasts increase in scale is that the first estimates from scientists were understandably guarded based on early uncertainties. But, as our knowledge has grown, science has accepted the probability of greater impacts.”

“Combined with the scenarios released last month by CSIRO and the Australian Bureau of Meteorology in their report Climate change in Australia: technical report 2007, the potential for further abrupt changes in Australia is alarming.”

 “The single largest concern of climate change driven by global warming will be the sudden changes that occur,” stated Dr Wills.

“We have already seen one very clear abrupt climate change event in Western Australia – the loss of rainfall in WA in the mid 1970s, and with potentially a second step at the end of the last decade.”

“Climatic changes are already leading to the elimination of the northern wheatbelt as a wheat growing area, the demise of the best grape growing regions in the south-west is likely to follow.”

“And abrupt climate change will cause havoc not just in our agricultural systems.”

“Global warming will ultimately result in climate changes in Western Australia that will, on the basis of the CSIRO report, will cause the extinction of many of our most recognizable species such as Banksia and Acacia. The damage reported in the Kalbarri National Park this year is the same event that is severely impacting on our farmers in the northern wheatbelt.”

“All of our infrastructure built in the last century is at risk, built to the specifications of one in 100 year storm events, which in this century will prove to be one in 25 or one in 15 or year events – or less. And within this century, sea levels rise will reshape our coastline.”
“But still we are not acting with urgency.”

“We do not have decades to respond to this – we have already had decades. It is time to take the heat out of this problem.”

“We should have acted on global warming in the last century when the first science based warnings were forthcoming. We are now out of time and significant climate change can no longer be avoided. We must act decisively now if the most dangerous of climate change is to be averted.”
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Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au
2. Coverage of UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon comments
http://www.ipcc.ch/ 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2007/11/18/2093907.htm 
3. Stories on cost of war on terror
http://www.theage.com.au/news/world/iraq-war-cost-put-at-17-trillion/2007/11/13/1194766675019.html 
http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/war-on-terror-costs-us-20-billion/2006/11/24/1164341396598.html  

4. Coverage of CSIRO and the Bureau of Meteorology report
http://www.csiro.au/resources/ps3j6.html 
5. Dr Ray Wills has more than 25 years experience in working for government, Parliament, industry, industry bodies, NGOs and academia. Dr Wills is recognised by business, government and community leaders in WA as an authoritative commentator on policy and functional responses to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to global warming. In addition to being CEO of WA SEA, Dr Wills is an Adjunct Senior Research Fellow with the School of Earth and Geographical Sciences at the University of Western Australia.

