Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 11 November 2007
Walk against warming 2007 – climate change an emergency.
The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) congratulates the Conservation Council of Western Australia, Greenpeace, the City of Fremantle and all involved in bringing the Walk Against Warming event to the community.
“Support for the call yesterday by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon for urgent political action to tackle global warming will no doubt be clearly shown by the support for the event in Fremantle today.” says Dr Ray Wills, Chair, WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc (WA SEA)”

“The single largest concern of climate change driven by global warming will be the sudden changes that will have the potential to cause environmental disasters the impact of with potential devastating impact and enormous cost around the world.”
“We have already seen one very clear abrupt climate change event in Western Australia – the loss of rainfall in WA in the mid 1970s.” says Dr Wills
“Abrupt climate change will cause the extinction of many of our most recognizable species such as Banksia and Acacia, and irreversible changes to our agricultural belts such as the loss of the northern wheatbelt, and the demise of the best grape growing regions in the south-west.”

“In the final weeks of the Federal election campaign, all political parties need to take notice of community demand for stronger commitments to act in every part and every level of government, in all industrial sectors, in every part of the community. We need ‘joined-up thinking’, with action in every thing we do - the things we build, the things we buy, how we live.”

“There is no more time for delay; the time to act is now, and in everything we do. It really is now or never.”
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Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au
2. Coverage of UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon comments
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2007/11/11/2087480.htm 

3. Walk Against Warming website for WA event in Fremantle
http://www.walkagainstwarming.org/?page=wa.php&s=3 

4. Dr Ray Wills has more than 25 years experience in working for government, Parliament, industry, industry bodies, NGOs and academia. Dr Wills is recognised by business, government and community leaders in WA as an authoritative commentator on policy and functional responses to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to global warming. In addition to being Chair of WA SEA, Dr Wills is an Adjunct Senior Research Fellow with the School of Earth and Geographical Sciences at the University of Western Australia.

