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The climate debate is over – we all agree we need a sustainable economy.
“It was a balanced debate with lots of clean energy, more than one ray of hope, plenty of emissions (and omissions) and everything including the carbon sink.” says Dr Ray Wills, Chair of the Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA).
In summing up today’s debate between Malcolm Turnbull and Peter Garrett, Dr Wills commented “Of the candidates for Ministerial posts in the next Australian Government, there is no doubt in my view that both men are as good as you could wish for, and both sides actually agree we need to act on climate change.”
“In comparison of policies, there are elements of the Liberal policy proposals that are superior to Labor’s offerings, particularly a more broadly-based approach to an emissions trading scheme. But in terms of total action on climate change, Garrett demonstrated Labor offers a more comprehensive package, and in particular full support for the Kyoto protocol and much stronger support for renewable energy.” added Dr Wills.
“First, it is important to sign Kyoto. Signing Kyoto gives the Federal Government the legal basis to ensure that all Australian states take unified action to respond to climate change. This is important from an economic perspective as it ensures a consistent set of rules and more certainty for business across Australia; it also provides businesses access to international markets that are currently denied to them.” says Dr Wills.
“Second – renewable energy. The real result in an emissions trading economy will be the creation of new jobs, more jobs, not less - they will just be different jobs, in an economy much less exposed to the impact of carbon emissions and the ravages of ever increasing prices of fossil fuels by obtaining energy from renewable sources. As in all market places, the new market based on reducing greenhouse emissions will have both winners and losers - but the losers will only be those who have resisted change, failed to plan for and engage in the new carbon-free economy, and did not have the foresight to adapt to climate change,’ says Dr Wills.
“Finally, the debate also touched on green vehicles. Stronger measures on National Average Fuel Consumption numbers that determine the standards for vehicle fuel efficiency of new passenger and transport/commercial vehicles are critical.  Such measures will reduce running costs of Australian vehicles on imported fuels and reduce inflationary pressures on transported goods, on the household budget, and so ultimately on mortgage affordability.”

A vision for the future for Australia should change the way we use energy and reduce the risk of inflation in our economy by developing an array of sustainable energy solutions for Australia.
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WA SEA is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia.
