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Energy efficiency fights inflation – part of a sustainable economy
“Today’s announcement of an interest rate rise by the Reserve Bank in response to inflation underscores the need for measures that develop a more sustainable approach to managing economy” says Dr Ray Wills, Chair of the Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA). 
“WA SEA has been calling all through this election campaign for strong commitments for a more sustainable Australia. Better energy efficiency is one measure that will produce a more sustainable economy with fewer inflationary pressures in Australia.”
Compare notes on the US Presidential campaign - Sen. Hillary Clinton unveiled this week a $150-billion, 10-year energy plan that she said would bolster the U.S. economy while combating global warming. Under the plan, greenhouse gas emissions would fall 80% from 1990 levels by 2050, while imports of foreign oil would be cut by two-thirds from their expected levels in 2030.

Sen. Hillary Clinton said "The climate crisis is also one of the greatest economic opportunities in the history of our country. It will unleash a wave of innovation, create millions of new jobs, enhance our security and lead the world to a revolution in how we produce and use energy."

In Australia, housing energy efficiency standards and vehicle fuel efficiency standards are a symptom of inadequate measures on sustainability. The Aussie battler is paying for inefficient housing and cars that make energy and fuel bills higher, driving inflation and impacting on the household budget and mortgage affordability.

“A vision for the future for Australia should change the way we use energy and future proof our economy by developing an array of sustainable energy solutions for Australia.” says Dr Wills.
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Notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au
2. Coverage of Sen. Hillary Clinton commitments
http://news.google.com.au/news?source=ig&hl=en&rlz=&oe=UTF-8&ie=UTF-8&tab=wn&ncl=1123189781
3. Dr Ray Wills has had a wide-ranging career as researcher, planner, adviser, consultant, manager and academic. Dr Wills is recognised by business, government and community leaders in WA as an authoritative commentator on policy and functional responses to mitigate and adapt to global warming. In addition to being Chair of WASEA, Dr Wills is an Adjunct Senior Research Fellow with the School of Earth and Geographical Sciences at the University of Western Australia.

