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It’s now or never – greenhouse election commitments still not up to the task.

Following the UN releasing even more bad news about our rapidly ailing planet, the Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc (WA SEA) welcomes election commitments today from the Prime Minister John Howard and from the Opposition Leader Kevin Rudd on further measures to tackle global warming by reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

“The Prime Minister is right to say we need a diversity of measures to deliver energy to Australia from renewable sources. And while $75 million will help stimulate such work, the urgency of action on climate change means this number should be an annual commitment, clearly signalling that Australia is serious about action, and that we will get on with it,” says Dr Ray Wills, Chair, WASEA.

“In the same way, a commitment from the Opposition for $489 million for solar panels on all schools across Australia is a good measure – but if the plan is for every school, why create an application system? Why not get out and do it.” says Dr Wills
In other news, WA SEA also agrees with retiring head of the Business Council of Australia, Michael Chaney’s view that Australia should commit to Kyoto. 
“Signing Kyoto gives the Federal Government the legal basis to ensure that all Australian states take unified action to respond to climate change.” says Dr Wills
"I’d prefer that climate change was not an election issue - unified action is required from all of Australia and all Australians. Strong commitments should be made to a raft of responses. And Kyoto is still an essential part. And that we just get on with it" says Dr Wills

“The time for delay has passed; the time to act is now. It really is now or never.”
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The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia.  www.wasea.com.au
Notes to editors:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. WA SEA promotes the development and adoption of sustainable energy technologies and services that minimise the use of energy through sustainable energy practices and maximise the use of energy from sustainable sources. 
2. Dr Ray Wills has had a wide-ranging career as researcher, planner, adviser, consultant, manager and academic. Dr Wills has substantial expertise in ecology, sustainability, climate change science and the effects of expected future climates on Australia, and is recognised by business, government and community leaders in WA as an authoritative commentator on policy and functional responses to mitigate and adapt to global warming. In addition to being Chair of WASEA, Dr Wills is an Adjunct Senior Research Fellow with the School of Earth and Geographical Sciences at the University of Western Australia. 

