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Lowy Institute survey says Australians ready to act on climate change.
A Lowy Institute survey says an overwhelming majority of Australians support action to combat climate change and measures that will reduce our reliance on fossil fuels.
“The Lowy Institute report joins a string of recent surveys that reveal Australian businesses and the broader community are ready to act to reduce greenhouse gas emissions,” says the Chair of the Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA), Dr Ray Wills
According to the Lowy Institute released today (30 August 2007), tackling climate change is as important to Australians as improving standards in education, and important than improving the delivery of health care, ensuring economic growth and fighting international terrorism. The Lowy Institute report said Australians felt that by far the most convincing method by which carbon emissions could be reduced during energy production was by using renewable energy, followed by more efficient machinery, the use of biofuels, and hydroelectric power from new dams. Ranking well behind were nuclear energy and clean coal technology as convincing ways to reduce carbon emissions.

“Australia has world class renewable energy resources and exceptional renewable energy expertise, and we must act to take advantage of this.” says Dr Wills
“Australians recognise that the time has run out for solutions that are simply convenient. Importantly, if we do not act decisively now and put solutions in place within the next few years, dangerous climate change will become almost impossible to avoid, and most certainly inconvenient.”
“This is more than just talking and making plans – we must work toward targets, deliver substantial cuts in emissions, and create real economic change - and Australians are waiting for their governments to act.” 

“It is clear Australians are ready to give serious commitment to develop renewable energy resources, to establish real targets for sustainable energy, to set strong market-based financial signals to stimulate commercial investment, and the result will be a more sustainable economy’ says Dr Wills.
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Notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. 

2. Details of announcement at 
http://www.lowyinstitute.org/ 
http://www.lowyinstitute.org/PublicationGet.asp?i=660  

3. Dr Ray Wills has had a wide-ranging career at different times as researcher, planner, adviser, manager and academic. Dr Wills has substantial expertise in ecology, sustainability, climate change science and the effects of expected future climates on Australia, and is recognised by business, government and community leaders in WA as an authoritative commentator on policy and functional responses to mitigate and adapt to global warming. In addition to his role as Chair of WASEA, Dr Wills is an Adjunct Senior Research Fellow with the School of Earth and Geographical Sciences at the University of Western Australia, and Manager, Sustainability Services, SMEC.
