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Customers following carbon cops advice punished for doing the right thing.
The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) says the recent Government announcement that the cost of Green Power will be increasing is a slap in the face to those personally trying to do something about global warming.
At a time when the WA Government says it will do all it can, and is spending tax-payers money to call on the community to Act Now, those that already have will now be punished for their efforts to reduce their carbon footprint through the voluntary purchase of Green Power.’ says Dr Ray Wills, Chair, WASEA.

‘In the meanwhile the Premier, Alan Carpenter - who has promised his Government will Act Now - will not allow increases in charges for energy generated from coal- and gas-fired power stations – this is perverse.’

‘The Premier should be making promises about energy bills, not the unit cost of energy.’

‘Alan Carpenter and Fran Logan should be mandating energy efficiency measures and rolling out incentives and assistance to deliver energy efficiency across business and the community in preparation while simultaneously moving to increase the unit cost of fossil-fuel generated energy.’

‘If we all used energy more efficiently, our power bills would be lower despite increases in the unit cost of energy.’
‘There is an opportunity for the Premier to Act Now given apparent wide community expectation that prices of energy must rise as a part of a united response to dealing with greenhouse gas emissions. The Premier has been talking the talk of the carbon cop message but offering little solid evidence he is prepared to walk the walk.’
‘In the meantime, those who are doing the right thing and purchasing renewable energy in the form of Green Power, as well as those on Smart Power, should be provided with incentives not penalties.’ says Dr Wills.
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Notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia.
2. Government website to Act Now - http://www.actnow.wa.gov.au/
3. News story via the West Australian website:
http://www.thewest.com.au/default.aspx?MenuID=77&ContentID=8871 
