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A Crude Awakening - inefficient cars from Australian manufacturers are the problem, not oil companies.

‘The latest ACCC threat to oil companies to reduce petrol prices does not address the real problem of inefficient vehicles’ says Dr Ray Wills, Chair, Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc (WASEA).

‘The Federal Government has been subsidising the car manufacturing industry for years and it is time that these subsidies be linked to developing more efficient vehicles’

‘Australia should be pushing its car manufacturers to seriously commit to producing fuel efficient cars for Australian conditions.’

‘WASEA has long been calling on the Federal Government to take stronger measures on National Average Fuel Consumption numbers for new passenger vehicles and introduce rolling three year targets on maximum fuel consumption. The Federal Government has been dragging its feet on setting mandated energy efficiency targets for the national vehicle fleet.’

‘Separate targets should also impact on transport/commercial vehicles.  Measures such as this should be of great interest for Treasurer Peter Costello as reducing running costs of Australian vehicles on imported fuels will also reduce inflationary pressure on transported goods. Such a move would act to protect Australia’s low inflation rate.’

‘More efficient vehicles mean that any long term increases in fuel prices will have less financial impact on the end consumer. In the future, we will see only those car manufacturers which are producing highly efficient cars stay in the market as consumer demand for more efficient vehicles increases. Vehicles in Australia are failing to respond and that is not good for Australia,’ says Dr Wills. 
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