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Mandate Required to Make Renewable Energy Target a Target

The renewable energy targets of 15% by 2020 and 20% by 2025 on the South West Interconnected System (SWIS) announced by the Premier on Sunday must be enshrined in legislation if it is to drive investment required to achieve it, according to the Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association (WASEA).

WASEA is concerned by indications that the targets may be aspirational only, and that the Government may not move to make it a true target, ensuring a legally binding outcome.

WASEA Chair Dr Ray Wills said today, “The Premier has stated that the previous 6% by 2006 target was reached without the State mandating it. But those projects were largely driven financially because of the federal Mandatory Renewable Energy Target (MRET) legislation which has now been fully subscribed.”

“Investors and project proponents are desperate to invest in Western Australia because we have world class solar, wind and biomass resources and exceptional renewable energy expertise.”

“The Western Australian Government must provide a clear investment signal and market certainty, not just wishful thinking.”

“No business would attempt to operate without targets and performance goals. In the same way, if we are to establish a renewable energy target that is effective in promoting change, surely we should expect it to have mandated performance measures too?”

WA SEA calls on the Premier to realise the economic and employment opportunities that renewable energy offers in this State by providing meaningful mandated legislative targets.”
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The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. 

