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Presentation - Carbon neutral WA - including hospitals and football stadiums.
Dr Ray Wills, Chair, WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc (WASEA) will address the Going Carbon Neutral WA conference today.
‘The challenge of climate change should be the catalyst for changing the way we think about and plan infrastructure, reform our economy, and in particular how we source energy. 
Any major project - transport routes, high rise buildings, hospitals, or sports stadia - must include from the start eco-efficiency design principles that consider minimising energy and water use as also the waste stream that arise from operations.
Perth’s Major Stadia Taskforce considered all manner of things in a stadium that, even if construction started in the next year or two will not be completed before 2013 – and with delays in a decision perhaps as long as 2018.
But the report did not mention climate change or management of energy, water and waste; measures to minimise parking and greenhouse gas emissions – all of these factors will influence site selection and design
These issues must be a key consideration in all of our planning. 

We need action that will stop growth in emissions, and then follow through with further actions that will actually reduce emissions.

Energy is the key to climate change and our response demands integrated forward-thinking initiatives on sustainable energy.

If we do not act decisively now, and put real solutions in place within the next few years, dangerous climate change will become almost impossible to avoid, and most certainly inconvenient.

In the context of a sports stadium - football teams don’t just ‘aspire’ to win the Premiership – they have to want it, the coach has to want it. The coach doesn't want his players to think "we can try and win", he wants them to think "we are going to win". And to achieve this, the coach makes plans and sets targets, builds the desire to win, and ensures every player puts in 100% in every match get out on the field and make it happen.

In the same way, we shouldn’t ‘aspire’ to cut greenhouse gas emissions, to reduce global warming - we have to want it, to be determined, make plans and set targets, and make the changes, and make it happen.
We must do as much as we possibly can, and not simply adopt only those measures that are not overly inconvenient. Half measures will not address this problem. We actually have to try. Losing the greenhouse gas reduction Premiership cannot be an option – we have to win. 
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Notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. 

2. Coverage of APEC Sydney Declaration at 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2007/09/08/2027423.htm 
Polar bears at
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2007/09/08/2027608.htm
Impact on Australian plants and animals
http://www.science.org.au/nova/091/091key.htm 
http://greenhouse.gov.au/science/hottopics/pubs/topic11.pdf 
3. Dr Ray Wills has had a wide-ranging career at different times as researcher, planner, adviser, manager and academic. Dr Wills has substantial expertise in ecology, sustainability, climate change science and the effects of expected future climates on Australia, and is recognised by business, government and community leaders in WA as an authoritative commentator on policy and functional responses to mitigate and adapt to global warming. In addition to his role as Chair of WASEA, Dr Wills is an Adjunct Senior Research Fellow with the School of Earth and Geographical Sciences at the University of Western Australia, and Manager, Sustainability Services, SMEC.
