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Desal 2: a logical solution for water - and energy

The combination of desalinated water and renewable energy is a logical solution and is the kind of integrated planning approach needed to tackle the enormous challenge that climate change presents, according to the Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA).

“In many cases, the provision of both water and energy require the same kind of approaches in sourcing, distribution, and supply. And energy, like water, has always been undervalued in Australia,” says WASEA Chair, Dr Ray Wills 

“Water is heavy and requires energy to move it around, and so saving water saves energy. Producing water in a desalination plant within a couple of hundred kilometres of its point of use is a far more energy efficient approach and will use less energy than pumping water large distances down piplelines.”

“Premier Alan Carpenter’s decision to go the desalination path and committing to renewable energy as the power source is a logical combination.”

“The challenge of climate change should be the catalyst for changing the way we source and use water - and energy.”

“Desalination plants are a flexible consumer of electricity, and can be interruptible which means additional capacity on our energy grids that will more easily deal with peaks and troughs in demand. And renewable energy can insure there are no greenhouse gas emissions associated with the water production. 

Distributed production of water makes sense, and in the same way bolstering renewable energy production to support distributed electricity generation will provide better quality electricity networks.”

“WA SEA has consistently called for an integrated whole-of-government approach to tackle the enormous challenge that climate change presents. This is another step down this path. ” 
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The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia.
