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“Bleak” climate change report at Easter signals need to pull more than just a rabbit out of the hat

The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association (WA SEA) Inc. urges the WA Government to deliver the highest possible priority in responding to climate change given the latest report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has been reported to be the “bleakest yet”. 
‘The most recent report from the IPCC describes increased certainty of dangerous climate change and underscores the need for an increased urgency for action on global warming created by human activity,’ says the Chair of WA SEA, Dr Ray Wills,. 
‘Forecasts from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change suggest global temperatures are likely to rise in the range of 1.8°C to 4.0°C this century. A warming of 1.0°C in Australia is sufficient to move climate belts about 150 km south, and thus a regional change of temperature of 2 °C – the bottom end of the IPCC range - is likely to have a catastrophic impact in Western Australia’ said Dr Wills
‘A 300 km shift in climatic bands will change the distribution and abundance of a huge range of species, and impact on agriculture, forestry, tourism and a raft of other economic activities that contributes to the welfare of Western Australian communities.’
‘The Government must support initiatives that will result in real cuts in greenhouse gas emissions, not just a slowing in growth of emissions.'
 

'The Government must also make substantial commitments to the community to get ready for the climate change that has in part already been felt in WA, and will become more severe in the coming decades. The Carpenter Government's response must include a strong focus on developing a diversity of renewable energy projects that can immediately deliver sustainable energy sources in Western Australia.’

‘Renewable energy provides the only technology available today and ready to build today that can provide real and affordable cuts in greenhouse gas emissions. For this reason, WA SEA once again call the Government to support the Western Australian Renewable Energy Target (WARET) legislation’ says Dr Wills.
‘The Carpenter Government must take decisive action and seriously commit to the enormous challenge presented by global warming in a sustainable and cost effective manner. The time to act is now,’ stated Dr Wills. 
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