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World Environment Day - we are not alone (in the world), the truth is out there.

World Environment Day is an appropriate time to highlight the need for immediate responses by Australian governments to address the loud and clear calls by both business and the community for immediate action to respond to climate change according to the Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc (WASEA).

‘The great majority of the world’s nations are well advanced in setting up strong measures to respond to climate change, and Australia needs to put its shoulder to the wheel and contribute as much as we can, not just that which is convenient’ says Dr Ray Wills, Chair, WASEA. 

‘Al Gore has highlighted the Inconvenient Truth of the scientifically-established risks posed by climate change, such as increasing sea levels and higher temperatures. The disappointing response by both the Howard and Carpenter Governments is mostly talk and insufficient action.’

‘So, on World Environment Day, I would like to put forward five key mechanisms which would support the reduction of Australia’s overall emissions, and contribute to the development of a sustainable economy less exposed to the inflationary prices of fossil fuel energy.’

‘Firstly, the Federal Government must stop acting alone - the Prime Minister must join with the Premiers to deliver with more urgency a single emissions trading scheme with a strong target for Australia by 2010. And targets are not ideologically driven, they are well supported in science.’

‘Secondly, the Federal Government must increase the Mandatory Renewable Energy Target (MRET), and Western Australian Government must commit to a 20% renewable energy target.’

‘Thirdly, governments at all levels should be putting in place measures that promote energy efficiency across government, business and the community through building standards, regulations, mandates and incentives including directed tax relief.’

‘Fourthly, the Federal Government must act to increase mandated standards on vehicle efficiency in Australia and so reduce Australia’s reliance on inflation-driving imported transport fuels, and simultaneously support the development of a biofuels industry in Australia.’

‘Finally, all of these measures are most simply achieved by all governments taking an integrated approach to develop significant, forward-thinking initiatives on sustainable energy.’

‘The community must let their local Member of Parliament know of their concern about climate change and demand an urgent response to sustain the planet for ourselves and future generations.’
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The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia.

