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Energy efficiency the key to housing affordability.

The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc (WASEA) urges the Carpenter Government to do much more to address energy efficiency in light of today’s the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) release that shows energy use rapidly escalating in West Australian homes while measures to increase energy efficiency are shunned. [Link: http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/1367.5]

‘In a time of booming economic activity, Western Australian has failed to invest appropriately for the future. Instead WA has allowed the construction of an inefficient, energy guzzling housing fleet that will be a liability for the next generation,’ says WASEA Chair, Dr Ray Wills.

According to the ABS, WA’s energy consumption increased more in WA than any other State in Australia between 1989-90 and 2004-05.

‘The statistics clearly show that the Government’s ‘Waterwise’ message has lead to a significant uptake of water efficient appliances and shower heads through the ‘Waterwise’ rebate scheme’ says Dr Wills

‘But in the same period, the absence of any worthwhile measure to improve energy efficiency and reduce energy demand has lead to a burgeoning in our demand for electricity. Its time we stop burning down the house with energy use.’

‘The Government needs both stronger incentives, such as an ‘Energywise’ rebate scheme similar to the highly successful ‘Waterwise’ program, and stronger regulation to require greater energy efficiency in all of our buildings,’ says Dr Wills

According to the ABS, in 1992, 28% of homes in WA had solar hot water systems while in 2007 this has dropped by half to 14%.

‘Energy efficiency over the life of a house is the key to housing affordability and is the most sustainable way to address housing affordability. Energy efficient homes will ensure home owners and tenants can afford their homes by reaping savings in energy costs, and of course reducing greenhouse gas emissions.’ says Dr Wills.
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