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Australia is not responding to climate change alone.

‘The Prime Minister John Howard is absolutely correct in saying we cannot respond to climate change alone.’ says Dr Ray Wills, Chair, WASEA.

‘But Australia is not being asked to – most of the rest of the world is well advanced in setting up strong measures, and Australia needs to catch up. Australia needs to put its shoulder to the wheel and contribute as much as we can, not just that which is convenient.’ says Dr Wills

‘The Prime Minister is also right to say that establishing emissions trading is the most momentous economic decision facing the nation for the next decade, and that the new measures created must last for the next century.’ says Dr Wills.

‘But describing calls for setting significant targets as unrealistic is off the mark – targets that create substantial cuts are not unrealistic, they are essential.’

‘Responding to climate change will create new jobs, not fewer – these will just be in new businesses that are taking up the challenge to take advantage of new opportunities, and the result will be a more sustainable economy’ says Dr Wills. 

‘An emissions trading scheme will stimulate the economy and create a market for low emission and renewable technologies. And if Australia invests strongly in such technologies now, these will also be in great demand by the rest of the world striving for a low carbon future and hence stimulate export opportunities for Australia.’

 

‘Delays in responding is no longer acceptable. The time has run out for solutions to global warming that are merely convenient. We actually need to make an effort - a real, innovative, dedicated, economy-reforming effort. And we need to act today.’ says Dr Wills.
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