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Melting poles highlights need for thaw in frozen climate policy.

‘In light of the latest news today suggesting that the melting of ice in the Arctic is about 30 years ahead of what earlier models had suggested, it is clear the State and Federal Government must be decisive and respond to the threat of dangerous climate change.’ says Dr Ray Wills, Chair of the WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)
‘The current forecast on sea level rise is based on melting that has a high probability of occurring. The chance of even higher rates of sea level rise than previously predicted has just got better.’ said Dr Wills
‘The greatest threat in all of this is not ignorance but proposals that are simply half-measures and faltering steps that make people believe because we are doing a little then we are doing enough.’
‘And solutions have been available for many years,’ says Dr Ray Wills. ‘A national emissions trading scheme that sets a greenhouse gas emission reduction target will do just that.’
‘The best response is to send a signal to the market that allows businesses to make decisions on investments on the best low-emissions and no-emissions technologies.’
‘The Government must support initiatives that will result in real cuts in greenhouse gas emissions, not just a slowing in growth of emissions. Such action needs to be taken now. All Governments must be looking at responses available today, and not just fixate - and delay - on measures that will take 10-15 years to show benefits.'
‘While must continue to look for technology-driven carbon negative strategies, we must also start deploying already available renewable energies that can happen now. Mandates for greatly improved efficiency is also a critical immediate step.
‘Renewable energy provides the only technology available today that can provide real and affordable cuts in greenhouse gas emissions.’ says Dr Wills.
The time to act is now.’ stated Dr Wills. ‘The Western Australian Premier Alan Carpenter has signalled he will take strong action on climate change - it is time for the community to be informed of what he intends to do.'
 

'And the Howard Government must also take decisive and strong action that seriously commits Australia to the enormous challenge presented by global warming in a sustainable and cost effective manner.'
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