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Actions not delays needed to respond to climate change. 

The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc (WASEA) calls for immediate action by the Prime Minister to address climate change by implementing an emissions trading scheme. 

‘Time is running out for the Prime Minister to implement an open and transparent mechanism which will reduce Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions’ says Dr Ray Wills, Chair, WASEA. ‘Emissions trading means that industry will be accountable for its ever increasing emission levels.’ 

‘Though the Prime Minister has voiced serious concern over the possible short term economic disadvantage of implementing an emissions trading scheme, he fails to see the long term implications of not acting now.’ 

‘As was highlighted in the recent Stern Report, the world is facing a $A9 trillion dollar debt if Governments do not act now and address climate change. It is not rocket science. Immediate action will result in less economic risk in the future.’ 

‘Waiting until 2012 to implement an emissions trading scheme means delaying the inevitable. Both environmental groups and industry giants like BP, Rio Tinto, Alcoa and BHP Billiton have all been vocal in supporting an emissions trading scheme. No more reports need to be commissioned, it is time for decisive action from the top’ says Dr Wills. 

‘WASEA hopes the Prime Minister works with the State and Territory Government’s to establish an emission trading systems by 2010. Ultimately, Australia must be part of a global solution, and commitment across Australia to such a scheme will provide a platform to look for better global cooperation.’ 
‘We must remember that an emissions trading scheme is just one means of reducing Australia’s overall greenhouse gas emissions. Australia must also commit to an increase in the mandatory renewable energy target, implement better energy efficiency standards across all sectors, particularly transport’ says Dr Wills. 
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The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia.

